
Puffin Class News 
November 2017

Calendar: 

November 9 and 10: Puffin Class Parent 
Teacher Conferences. You will get an e-mail 
reminder from SignUp Genius and one from me. 

November 17: Material Morning with Ms. 
Shireen (Upper Elementary), who is showing off 
her Impressionistic charts.  

November 22: Grandparents Thanksgiving 
Luncheon, early release. 

November 23-24: Thanksgiving holiday, school 
closed.

"The child has a different relation to his 
environment from ours,” Maria Montessori 
wrote in The Absorbent Mind. “The child 
absorbs it.  The things he sees are not just 
remembered; they form part of his soul.” 

At this time of year, for all of us, there is a lot going 
on. We’re perhaps sprucing up our homes to 
prepare for out-of-town guests or visits from 
friends; we’re shopping extra, creating menus, 
bringing out decorations. We’re hopefully doing all 
this in a spirit of joy and excitement rather than 
rush and frustration. Because what are our children 
doing? They are absorbing our traditions. And we 
hope they absorb the happiness of sharing 
holidays with loved ones, not the craziness of trying 
to do too much to really enjoy any of it. 

In our class, we have our own Thanksgiving and 
winter traditions. They’re pretty low-key but the 
children enjoy them a lot: we’re working on making 
decorations for our Grandparents Luncheon tables, 
planning to make applesauce to share at that meal, 
practicing the grace and courtesy lessons we re-
introduce every year for how to say “please,” “thank 
you” and “I don’t care for that.” In a few weeks we’ll 
start growing paperwhite bulbs and reading our 
picture book “Paperwhite.” We’ll cut paper leaves, 
and tape paper chains, and practice how to wrap, 
give and receive a gift. 

In every aspect, of course, the children are the 
ones who carry out our traditions; at school, 
obviously, the activities are all about them. I invite 
you to think about how traditions at home can 
involve them as well. Will they help create the 
centerpiece for your Thanksgiving table? Cut paper 
snowflakes? Bake cookies? Don’t try to tick off an 
enormous to-do list of traditions — it’s not fun to be 
stressed and rushed. But whatever you do, your 
children will love to be involved. After all, it’s 
forming part of their soul.

Nuri, new to our class from the toddler community 
this month, exhibits great satisfaction upon learning 
how to close a door softly. Children want to have 
good manners; they love having lessons on how to 
do so.
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Josiah practices building the decanomial square, a 
sensorial material that leads to math work on the 
elementary level.

The puzzle maps were in heavy rotation this past month. Left, 
Chase is using a control map to assist in building the United 
States map. Below left, Liv has traced every piece of the puzzle 
onto paper , colored it to match, and is labeling each state. (It 
took her more than three days to complete.)  Below, Betsy 
builds Australasia outside of the frame by sight.

Shanaya, new to our class 
this fall, is engrossed in 
the multistep activity of 
hand washing.


