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Calendar: 

9/4: LABOR DAY. School closed. 

9/8: Fall Kickoff Potluck Picnic at Glenlake Park, 
4:30 - 7:30 

9/15: Material Morning with Ms. Becca — learn 
about the elementary material “the black strip,” 
aka The Timeline of Life. 

9/21: International Peace Day. (Wear white.) 

9/29-30: Journey & Discovery. Come be a 
Montessori child for a few hours! 

Friends, 

    
Welcome to a fresh school year! We are full of smiles 
and gladness to see old friends return from their 
summer adventures … the entrance of new friends 
joining our community (make sure you meet the 
families of Scarlet, Amani, Matiyas, Liv, Lulu and 
Lilah at the kickoff picnic next week) … and we 
watch with excitement as our oldest children blossom 
into their new leadership roles. 

This past month was eventful, as the beginning of 
school often is. We inaugurated Material Morning — 
some Puffin parents were among those who attended 
and got to experience one of our foundational math 
materials, the golden beads, firsthand with my 
colleague Ms. Preeti. September’s Material Morning 
will feature an elementary material; I encourage you 
to go and find out what sort of things our first-year 
elementary students get to learn about the world. 

Other special events also arose: The children were 
very interested in the eclipse on the 21st - we 
suspect that we were able to impart to them had a 
clearer understanding of what was happening in the 
sky than many adults who witnessed it. And we 
celebrated Dr. Maria Montessori’s birthday on the 
31st.  

Going forward, there are multiple opportunities this 
month for you to learn more about Dr. Montessori’s 
work. In addition to the aforementioned Material 
Morning, we are also offering Journey and 
Discovery on September 29 and 30. It is a two-day 
event, and childcare is provided. Ever wondered 
what a day at school is really like for your child? This 
is the best way we know for you to experience it for 
yourself. I hope to see you there.

Christopher shows off two of the smaller (organic) 
cucumbers we’ve harvested from our patio garden this 
spring. This marks our first successful farm-to-table 
experience:  the children started the seeds, planted the 
seedlings, tended the vines, picked the fruits and then 
prepared them as part of our food preparation work in 
class.
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Carolyn labels the continent Africa using the moveable alphabet.

Liv tries out the lemonade presentation. She 
generously prepared one cup of lemonade for her 
teacher, and then made a second one for herself.

Amani practices building the frog puzzle, a material 
that’s fun for her and also gives us the opportunity to 
talk about the parts of a frog.
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Matiyas builds the North America map, a puzzle that lets him 
experience the difference between countries and continents (not 
to mention, we’ll learn the names of all the countries).
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Suri building the 100-piece decanomial square. 
Elementary children at our school use similar materials 
to work through factorial equations.

Zoe has started memorizing addition facts. The addition snake 
offers practice in noticing common combinations as she 
transforms the colored bead bars of her snake into golden “tens.”

Roman displays the benefits of an absorbent 
mind as he teaches himself how to build the 
trinomial cube, a material he had been 

Up for a challenge, nascent reader Collins undertakes to label 
each of the farm animals.




