
Puffin Class News 
February 2018

Calendar: 

February 1, 2, 8:15 a.m.: Bring 
Your Parent To School Day 

February 7, 5:30 p.m.: Third 
Year Panel Discussion 

February 14: Class Valentines 
Day Celebration 

February 16, 8 a.m.: Material 
Morning (Ms. Arzoo will be 
covering preparations for writing; 
we’re hoping the timing will be 
better than my planned 
presentation in November and 
you’ll all be able to come!) 

February 16: Primary Movie 
Night. Movie TBD — watch the 
school newsletter for updates.

Dear Puffin families, 

Many thanks for your involvement over the past two weekends! Our 
classroom was spic and span and in excellent repair due to the hard 
work of our Parent Workday attendees. And the Puffin class was well 
represented by parents who helped host last weekend’s open house. 
We had a better turnout than we usually experience — if you are one 
of those who posted the open house to Nextdoor or neighborhood 
Facebook pages, thanks for that as well. We met some lovely new 
families and look forward to fresh faces joining us soon as a result of 
everyone’s hard work. 

We’ll see you again in the classroom over the next two days, during 
Bring Your Parent to School. Bring your child by 8, as usual, and we’ll 
invite you into the class at 8:15. Haven’t signed up yet? There are 
still spots available, though not many, for February 1, and somewhat 
more for February 2. Sign up at the classroom door. 

More to come: In-class observation of Valentines Day is a 
longstanding tradition at MSAE. As we did last year, the children will 
decorate their Valentines bags in class. Please help your child 
prepare valentines for 20 children (no candy, please, but pencils and 
other non edible treats are fine) and bring them in a separate bag on 
or before the 14th. I always enjoy making handmade cards and I 
encourage you to explore this option (See: Pinterest). Whether 
handmade or store-bought, they should only have your child’s name 
on them, not those of their friends, to simplify distribution.  

We’ll also have a Valentines tea; we’ll be looking for volunteers to 
bring strawberries, blueberries and lemons earlier that week so the 
children can prepare their special meal ahead of time. Marking 
holidays is important to children as they learn about the customs and 
traditions of their immediate community and others, and we enjoy 
sharing this tradition of caring for friends within our class. 

There’s a HUGE panel discussion on February 7 which covers all the 
benefits of staying in Montessori: for your child’s kindergarten year, 
for elementary, for middle school, and what the transition out of 
elementary looks like. We have lined up a panel of parents who 
made the decision to stay (and in some cases, leave and come back) 
and if you have any questions you should be there. 

And finally: If you have ever wondered how our children progress to 
writing (in cursive!!), please come to Material Morning on February 
16. The discussion, hosted this time by my colleague Ms. Arzoo, is 
the same one I planned to present in November had there been an 
audience. (November’s calendar was admittedly quite full.) (This 
month’s is looking that way too. But come anyway!) Looking forward 
to seeing you soon, and often. 

Josie and Amani practice 
the names of kitchen 
tools including whisk, 
oven and potholders
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Upper left: Roman and Matiyas explore the seasons cards 

Upper right: Carolyn completes the Sunburst exercise with the 
graded (light to dark) box of color tablets 

Lower left: Luther practices tracing the sandpaper letter o 

Lower right: Amani finds a new way to organize matched pairs of 
color tablets.


